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Colonel Beck, in order to make it clear (no doubt on his Latvian
colleague's behalf as well as on his own account) that his country had
no intention of entering into the Lithuanian proposals on any terms
that would involve her in Lithuania's quarrels to the disturbance of
her own friendships. A rapprochement on this basis between the
Estono-Latvian bloc and Lithuania involved nothing to which Poland
could object, and it might even work out to her positive advantage,
since the main object of her policy towards Lithuania was to obtain
Lithuania's acquiescence in the fait accompli in the Vilna Corridor,
and the way to the attainment of this object might perhaps be found
through Latvian and Estonian mediation. In the last week in July
1934, when the Baltic negotiations were already far advanced, Colonel
Beck paid a return visit to Tallinn and broke his journey home at
Riga.

In the exchange of views between the Estono-Latvian bloc and
Lithuania, the next step was a preliminary conference at Kovno on
the 7th-9th July, 1934, at which the terms for a tripartite pact were
reported to have been agreed upon in principle. A second conference
was held at Riga on the 29th August; and on this occasion the agree-
ment was embodied in a diplomatic instrument which the representa-
tives of the three states were able to initial on the evening of the day
on which the proceedings opened. Signature followed at Geneva on
the 12th September, and ratifications were exchanged on the 3rd
November at Riga.

The terms of this tripartite Baltic Pact need not be set out here,
since the text of the treaty is printed in the accompanying volume of
documents. The main effect was to embrace Lithuania in those
arrangements for co-operation in the conduct of foreign affairs which
were akeady in force, as between Latvia and Estonia, in virtue of the
bipartite treaty of the 17th February, 1934. By agreement between
the three contracting parties, the new treaty was open to the adhesion
of other states (Art. 7). It contained no provision binding Latvia and
Estonia to give Lithuania any military assistance in any eventuality,
while it did contain, in its third article, a provision which safeguarded
their right to keep out of Lithuania's quarrels with Poland over the
Vilna Corridor and with Germany over the Memelland.

The High Contracting Parties recognize the existence of specific prob-
lems with regard to which it might be difficult to adopt a concerted
attitude. They agree that these problems form an exception to the
obligations referred to in Art, 1 of the present treaty.

The first of the periodic conferences between the three Baltic
Ministers for Foreign Affairs, which had been provided for in Article 2